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Abstract

Digital media technology has become a part of the daily Christian lives, filling a significant portion of the productive
minutes and hours of daily lives. Science has acknowledged that technology use is changing how the brain functions
and thus, impacting on the mental health as Christians. Digitalization use emboldens bad habits that disturb focus
and productivity. Thus, this paper examines how digitalization has influenced the spirituality and mental health
of Christians. Digitalization serves as a dual-force catalyst in the sphere of psychological sciences, presenting a
range of matchless prospects and substantial constrains. The technological development required for improving
mental health conditions transcending geographical and temporal constraints also contributes to the incidence of
psychological phenomena that can adversely impact mental health. This overview explores the intricate connection
shared between digitalization and mental health of Christians, investigating the problems posed by the digital space
on mental well-being while accentuating the potential of digital platforms to tackle mental health problems and
improve general well-being of Christians. The study employed descriptive design for the study of on Spirituality,
Mental health and the Contemporary digital World with scholars to elicit perspectives to determine if something
can be done to tame the tide of many untoward incidences that have plagued the Mental health of Christians. The
outcome of the study is indicative that digital media technology can be rechannelled to produce better Christian
society.

Keywords: Spirituality, Mental health, Christians, Contemporary, Digitalization.

Introduction

Digitalization is the acceptance and amplification of digital technologies by persons, institutions,
organizations, and states. Characterized by the advent of innovative technologies and the incorporation
of physical and digital systems, it epitomizes a change from traditional systems to digital formats
(Clivaz, 2020). The concept encompasses two dimensions, specifically, micro-level and macro-level
digitalization. The previous involves personal appropriation of network technologies for personal use,
while the latter comprises the incorporation of digital technologies into infrastructural systems,
organizations, and society on a wider scale (Chao et. al. 2020).

In recent eons, the pace of worldwide technological advancement has been volatile. According to Kemp,
(2019), present worldwide internet statistics, over 803 million people including Christians have access
to the internet globally. The internet was originally introduced in India, in the mid-1990s, and its usage
has gain a dramatic upsurge over the last two decades. In 1998, the number of internet users in India
stood at a record 1.4 million, surpassing the 5.5 million mark in the year 2000 and reaching 50.6 million
by 2005. In 2015, it had increased to 259.8 million users (Kemp, 2023; Singh et. al., 2023).

In the year 2019-20 alone, 190 million new internet users were added to the web, totaling 692 million
internet users in 2023 (Kemp, 2023; Singh et. al., 2023). In 2022, 95.8% of internet users in India
possessed a mobile device, 95.7% a smartphone, and 47.2% or desktop a laptop computer (Sun, 2023).
As of early 2025, Nigeria had approximately 38.7 million active social media user identities,
representing about 16.4% of its population, rather than 467 million. Major platforms included Facebook
(38.7 million users) and TikTok (37.4 million users). The country also boasts over 100 million internet
users (social media statistics in nigeria 2025 data report). The post-Covid era saw a remarkable
development of internet technology globally, with businesses, services, and persons adopting digital
technology in an effort to acclimatize to the emerging worldwide setting (Amankwah-Amoah et. al.,
2021). The prevalent existence of digitalization has infiltrated every sphere of human life, transforming
the spheres of education, healthcare, marketing, entertainment, e-commerce, and governance (Vasilev
et. al. 2020).

Digitalization has reshaped conventional structures of interaction, bringing in novel models of social
communication and social interchange. It has shaped virtual domain for people to bond and connect,
concealing terrestrial limits and nurturing worldwide connectivity leading to the rise of modern social
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concords that have changed how individuals express themselves, form associations, and circumnavigate
social dynamics (Kemp, 2023; Singh et. al., 2023;).

Nevertheless, the disadvantages of the influence of digitalization spirituality and mental health of
Christian, including dissemination of propaganda, breaches of secrecy, broadening socio-economic
inequalities, digital disruptions, information overload, and concerns vis-a-vis mental health and
addictive tendencies (Gauselmann et. al, 2023; Nabbosa et. al. 2020;; Paul et. al., 2023; Tewathia et.
al., 2020; Vosoughi, et. al., 2018).

As Christians progressively engage with digital world, they meet a multifarious interchange of
influences that can both enhance and hamper mental well-being. The digital platforms established for
providing mental health interventions by overwhelming physical and time-based restraints may also
contribute immensely to the emergence of mental issues that can adversely affect mental health.
However, besides these, are negative effects of digital world such as addiction/overuse, cybercrime,
cyberbullying, defilement, depression, isolation and others. The interplay between digital world,
mental health, and spiritual growth presents an important, yet underexplored, issue in contemporary
Christian society. The conflicting evidence regarding digital world’s impact on well-being highlights the
need for further research to identify the specific factors that influence this dynamic. Understanding how
digital world affects both mental health and spiritual development is crucial for creating strategies that
can help individuals use digital platforms in a way that promotes positive growth and well-being.

Research Objectives
The research objectives include:
e To examine how digital world affects both mental health and spiritual development of Believers.
e To carefully examine the holistic approach available to modern man to maintain his sanity and for
the digital world to be properly relevant in view of the negative impact
e To investigate the Significance and Role of the Digital World in the lives of Christians.
e To examine the Specific Problems Posed by the Digital World to Christians

Review of Related Literature

Concept of Spirituality

There are many definitions of spirituality, firstly spirituality is defined as the experience of deliberately
striving to incorporate one’s life in terms not of isolation and self-absorption but of self-transcendence
toward the ultimate value one perceives (Adesiyan et. al., 2024). For Christians, the most important
concern is God revealed in Jesus Christ, and experienced through the gift of the Holy Spirit. Self-
transcendence moves one out of obsessive, addictive, compulsive patterns of behavior toward more
healthy connections with oneself, other persons, and God. In short, Christian spirituality is the alert
human response to God that is both personal and ecclesial — it is life in the Spirit.

Christian spirituality is reinforced by the comprehending that God is immanent — involved in the world,
and acting through individuals. He is inherent in all relationships (Adesiyan et. al., 2024). By contrast,
the older view knowledgeable God as remote, outside of the world, and acting over individuals — and
spirituality was seen as a matter between the “soul” and God.

For the believer nowadays, then, God is both transcendent to this universe and immanent in it. This
God, present through grace, is the backdrop and the horizon for the believer’s everyday life. Because of
God’s immanence, He is always encounterable. The encounters of grace in life are experiences of God
in that they are movements within of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Jesus — and they are the ways in which
the immanent God speaks through persons and events (Kemp, 2023).

Mental Health

This refers to the general well-being of an individual's emotional, psychological, and social state, which
affects their ability to function effectively in daily life (Gritzka, MacIntyre, Dorfel, Baker-Blanc &
Calogiuri, 2020). Mental health conditions are common and can range from mild to severe, including
anxiety disorders, depression, bipolar disorder, schizophrenia, and personality disorders. Mental health
is affected by a variety of factors, like genetics, life experiences, and environmental factors, such as stress
and trauma. Mental health conditions can impact an individual's ability to work, maintain relationships,
and enjoy life, and may have a significant effect on their overall quality of life. Early identification and
treatment of mental health conditions are essential to improve outcomes and prevent the development
of more severe symptoms. Treatment for mental health conditions may involve medication, therapy, or
a combination of both, and may be delivered in a variety of settings, including hospitals, clinics, and
community-based programs (Connery, McHugh, Reilly, Shin & Greenfield, 2020). Stigma and
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discrimination surrounding mental health can prevent individuals from seeking treatment and
accessing support, highlighting the importance of reducing stigma and increasing awareness of mental
health conditions.

Furthermore, the mental health of any Christian is related to their physical health and their behaviour
because it is critical for the physical, mental, economic, emotional, and moral development of a person.
On the other hand, a healthy Christians or individual is aware of their responsibilities, is well aware of
their abilities, can easily handle the pressures and worries in their life, and is able to contribute to their
society in which they stay. This proof clearly shows that the health of a society and its happiness and
well-being depend on the mental health of its people. Similarly, mental health, physical health, and
social functioning are interdependent, which affects the mental health of a person. How any Christian
thinks, feels, and acts, and at the same time solves whatever problems and worries he or she faces— all
of this depends on their mental health, which enables a person to live a quality life.

Health is an essential part of the overall well-being of any person. One cannot consider health without
also considering a person’s mental health. This is why mental health is crucial for an individual’s growth
and development, plays a significant role in society’s productivity, and enables individuals to lead
healthy and happy lives.

The WHO has defined Mental health in such a way that mental health can be called a person in whom
social, physical, spiritual, and mental health and mental illness or any kind of disability are found.
Various researchers on mental health have conducted many studies in India and abroad, which have
revealed various types of problems and difficulties related to the mental health of individuals. Most of
the researchers have presented drug abuse, alcohol abuse, suicidal behaviour, internet addiction, etc.
as common types of problems and difficulties related to mental health. However, different researchers
on mental health have given different views and opinions, some of which are listed below.

According to Crow and Crow (1951), “Mental health is a type of science that deals with human well-
being and spans all areas and branches of human relationships.” According to Kuppuswami, “Mental
health is the ability of a person to moderate their desires, feelings, thoughts, determination, and ideas
in their daily lives, which means having the ability to cope with and accept the ups and downs of life and
the realities of it.”

According to Kleine (1965), “Mental health, as its name suggests, is related to the health of the brain, its
functions and performance, feelings and emotions, and their maintenance.”

How Digital World Affects Both Mental Health and Spiritual Development of Believers
When Christians or individuals use the internet excessively, it proves to be dangerous for their health,
and Christians who become addicted to the internet are unable to do any kind of creative work and also
have a negative impact on other work because they have an addictive behavior, due to which a person
always keeps thinking about what they did on the internet the previous day and plans how to use the
internet in the best way the next day, which depends entirely on the internet activities- In the points
below, when Christians use the Internet excessively, various effects on their mental health have been
derived with the help of various reviews of related literature:
e Suffering from various types of mental disorders.
Having poor motivation to achieve.
Suffering from various types of mental distractions and chaos.
Adopting unrealistic behaviour during interactions with people can be challenging.
The individual is experiencing a lack of self-confidence in themselves.
Being found to be poor in self-concept.
Lack of tolerance.
Christians suffering from various types of mental disorder.
Lack of tolerance and understanding.
Christians are experiencing frustration, stress, anxiety, and conflict.
Feeling unable to adapt to a new environment.
Feeling distrustful.
Deeply disappointed with everything.
Expressing one's feelings and emotions in an undesirable way.
Feeling emotionally unstable.
Constantly feel dissatisfied with their academic achievements.
Getting used to living in a fantasy life.
Unable to make a decision on any issue.
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Constantly experiencing feelings of conflict.
Constantly experiencing feelings of disappointment.
Lack of self-confidence.

Lack of critical thinking skills.

Lack of creative thinking skills.

Feeling suspicious, fearful, and insecure.

Having a strong desire to use the internet.
Consistently portray their emotions as unstable and simply annoying.
There are other psychological problems of internet-addicted Christians:
Experiencing feelings of fear and anxiety.
Experiencing mood swings.

Feeling lonely.

Constantly experiencing feelings of anxiety.

Lacking the ability to defend oneself.

Avoiding work.

Not paying attention to time.

Not being honest.

Likes to be isolated from people.

Always living in depression.

Suffering from anxiety and restlessness.

Always being angry.

Being irritable.

Facing financial difficulties.

Feeling ashamed.

Physical or mental problems of internet-addicted Christians:
Feeling tired.

Experiencing back pain.

Having headaches.

Experiencing neck pain.

Sleep deprivation or disturbance.

Overweight or losing weight.

Feeling weak.

Suffering from various types of eye diseases.

Having difficulty seeing.

Feeling anxious.

Having malnutrition.

Having difficulty balancing.

Experiencing various types of pain in their thumb

Significance and Role of the Digital World in the lives of Christians

Digitalization, a global and transformative force in the modern world, has given rise to the network
society’, a universal reality that surpasses customary geographical limitations. This phenomenon,
interconnecting mega-metropolitanization, communication infrastructures, and worldwide
connections, is at the vanguard of the principal wave of development in human civilization (Kemp,
2023)

As people circumnavigate this new worldwide paradigm, they face various social, ethnical, and
economic impacts that transect, determining the identities, standards, principles, and behaviors of
people in the digital era, thereby effecting entire communities and societies. Connectivity and
communication in the digital space have evolved to real-time communications, cross-cultural
connections, and cooperative endeavors. Research works has specified that these emerging society
dynamics add to the social wealth of people, influencing their mental well-being, self-confidence, and
quality of life (Karabchuk, 2023).

It symbolizes the dominance of connected individualism, signifying a swing from place-oriented to
individual-centric societies (Kemp, 2023). Digital spaces world serves as virtual projections of one’s self,
permitting for the expression of their favorite unique narratives. This nurtures improved self-
consciousness and improved self-confidence while alleviating moods of loneliness and isolation in users
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by promoting friendship and a sense of belonging. The digital world has also reshaped cultural
expression and society multiplicity. Serving as a standard for societies to honor their ethnic multiplicity
and legacy, it encourages a worldwide exchange of beliefs, ideas, art and traditions (Ahluwalia, 2024).
The democratization of ethnic expression enables miscellaneous voices, empowering the
exemplification and recognition of prior marginalized narratives. The arrival of digital procedures in
technical disciplines has stretched the range of mental study, permitting for the study of human
behavior and awareness in real-world settings.

Scholars are now exploiting social media platforms as bases of perceptible information to gain
understandings into the emotions, thoughts and behaviors of the research participants (Kemp, 2023;
Singh et. al., 2023). Online reviews and experimentation have also streamlined the procedure of data
collection, permitting access to various populations and permitting the amassing of huge scale datasets
(Kemp, 2023; Singh et. al., 2023).

Digitalization has metamorphosed the procedure of mental diagnosis by providing accessible and
effectual techniques for recognizing mental health symptomatology. The use of digital valuations
provides increased accessibility, privacy, scalability and, encouraging people to self-administer this
instrument, thereby endorsing symptom recognition and help-seeking behavior, which has the
prospective to expedite early intervention and support (Martin-Key, 2022).

Digital developments in mental health have result in a paradigm shift in the sphere of mental care. E-
therapy, or therapeutic interpolation in cyberspace, has emerged as an important resource for persons
looking for accessible and suitable mental support (Richards, 2013; Ahluwalia et. al., 2024).

The future virtual reality (VR) remedy provides immersive interventions that exceed routine therapy
sceneries, offering potentials for virtual exposure, mental rehabilitation, and relaxation systems. The
incorporation of gamification systems into mental health interpolations has been proved to augment
user motivation and engagement which reinforces the therapeutic procedure contributing to the
improvement of helpful treatment results. Telehealth services, another feature of digitalization, have
enhanced accessibility to medical assistance for consultation and support (Cheng, 2020).

The incidence of telepsychotherapy and telepsychiatry in the mental health sphere has made it possible
to spread psychiatric services to people living in underserved or secluded regions. Social media
platforms have arisen as powerful networks for disassembling the stigma surrounding mental disorders
through educational crusades and promotion efforts focused on spreading mental health information
and intensifying public consciousness (Latha et. al., 2020).

This also intensifies the voices of persons with lived experiences of mental disorder, offering a stand for
downgraded people to regain their personalities and fight stigma. Online support communities also
serve as virtual spaces where people with comparable lived experiences can link, conversation
experiences, and extend common support. Through these support links, people find a sense of
belonging and can share weaknesses, wisdom, and survival strategies which can serve as an
irreplaceable bases of learning, inspiration and hope. The incorporation of wearable gadgets fortified
with innovative mental health devices is a vital development toward facilitating self-monitoring and
administration. These technologies, spanning from smart watches to biometric devices, scientifically
collect information on mental and physiological indicators, incorporating mood fluctuations, tension
levels, heart rate variability, sleep patterns, and physical activity (Hickey et. al. 2021).

Through simultaneous analysis of these information streams, both clinicians and patients are provided
with insights into a person’s day-to-day running and general wellbeing, permitting early recognition of
prospective mental health challenges and proactive mediation strategies. The advent of mental health
apps is another digital innovation that has armed persons with tools for monitoring and management
(Singh et. al., 2023).

In conclusion, artificial intelligence (AI) can supplement mental health care by improving the accuracy
of psychosomatic diagnostic and treatment approaches. AI-powered machine learning and algorithms
techniques, trained on huge datasets of clinical data, can be used to produce personalized
recommendations for mental health assessment and treatment. Furthermore, AI-driven chatbots and
virtual assistants can be used to deliver psychoeducation, therapeutic support, and crisis mediation to
people in need, supplementing traditional modes of treatment (Kemp, 2023).

Specific Problems Posed by the Digital World to Christians

In the swiftly developing digital landscape, technology holds as numerous advantages as disadvantages.
The digital world flourishes on information, but the wide gathering of personal data raises privacy
challenges for people. The economic paradigm of ‘Surveillance Capitalism’ integrates information
mining and profiling of the handlers, using innovative algorithms for behavioral predictions and
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targeted marketing. Researches have revealed that the dearth of confidentiality in the digital era is
connected to heightened levels of anxiety and stress, as people feel susceptible to surveillance,
information breaches, and internet ‘hacking’ (Esmark e. al., 2020; Zuboff, 2023)

Cases of privacy abuse in the form of ‘identity theft’ and ‘virtual impersonation’ have also been shown
to generate feelings of betrayal, violation and distrust among targets. While many people and societies
have adapted to digitalization, a considerable portion of the populace remains incompetent of accessing
digitized data and services, producing a ‘digital divide’ between these two segments of the populace
(Elhai, 2016).

This difference is entrenched in pre-existing variances in economic inequity, insufficient infrastructure,
and inadequate digital awareness between the two groups. The continuous evolution of digitalization
may upshot in the intensification of these current discrepancies, giving rise to a sense of segregation,
marginalization, and limited opportunities among those incapable to use digital technologies
(Ahluwalia et. al., 2024).

The dearth of access to digitalized activities, services and resources may dismiss people from getting
support for their mental and physical health necessities, which can also upsurge their danger of
exacerbating or developing their mental health problems (Cheshmehzangi, 2022). The developing
setting of psychopathology in the digital era has been generally called ‘Internet-Related
Psychopathology. This all-inclusive context identifies the influence of the digital world on mental
health, delineating it into two main categories: ‘Internet-Facilitated Psychopathology’ and ‘Internet-
Exclusive Psychopathology’ (Ahluwalia et. al., 2024). Within the sphere of Internet-exclusive
psychopathology, irregular mental conditions principally find their origin, development, and
maintenance through the internet, suggesting that they may not be in the absence of the internet. This
may comprise gaming disorders, uncontrolled engagement in social networking sites, and internet
obsession disorder.

Conversely, Internet-facilitated psychopathology encapsulates uncontrolled mental conditions or
behaviors where the internet is not a vital necessity. Even though the internet may add to their cause,
maintenance and progression, these psychopathologies could possibly appear even without internet
access. This group further divides into ‘Internet-Modified Psychopathology’ and ‘Internet-Extended
Psychopathology.’ (Ahluwalia et. al., 2024).

The former concept denotes circumstances that happened before the internet but have experienced
substantial changes due to the internet. Instances comprise internet shopping addiction, cyberbullying,
cybersex, and online gambling disorder (Singh et. al., 2023). And, the latter epitomizes internet-related
disorders acting as lee way of psychopathologies principally manifesting in non-internet backgrounds.
Certain facets of these psychopathologies manifest over the internet, as seen in disorders like cyber-
suicide and cyber-chondria. Digitalization is also connected with addiction like behaviors, paralleling
neural devices detected in substance addiction. Trying to detach from digital devices, a procedure
known as a ‘digital detox’, may lead to withdrawal symptoms such as irritability, anxiety and depression
(Kemp, 2023). Cross-sectional researches also report a high comorbidity of internet addiction with
psychiatric disorders, predominantly emotional disorders, anxiety disorders, and attention deficit
hyperactivity disorder (Ahluwalia et. al., 2024).

Whereas the first wave of the revolution was marked by mass ‘digitization,” the present wave is being
defined as mass ‘atomization’. This stage mirrors the integration of digital content into the visibly
tangible world. This movement has led to the incidence of novel online character traits in handlers, a
sensation called ‘e-personality’ which is categorized by choosy self-presentation and idealized identities
(Berényi et. al., 2020; Moreno-Llamas et. al., 2020). The ‘Online Disinhibition Effect’ perceived in the
internet-using populace comprises elements like asynchronicity, invisibility, dissociative anonymity,
dissociative imagination, and minimization of authority. There has also been evidenced emergence of
potential ‘cyber’ counterparts to DSM-5 classes, emphasizing the intensifying effect of screen culture
(Twenge et. al., 2021). This effect extends to the exacerbation of psychiatric conditions with obsessive-
compulsive disorder, internet-related features, like ADHD, and insomnia.

In conclusion, digital media has the capacity to influence social practices and catalyze communal-level
transformations. As nations worldwide adopt akin technologies, there’s a steady conjunction of
universal values, ideas and standards, possibly leading to a loss of uniqueness as cultural practices from
diverse parts of the globe become connected and spread across nationwide borders.

Christianity and the Contemporary Digital World

The digital world has influenced religions and spirituality in many different ways. The new generation
islooking for a change from the routine spiritual practices. People like Dreyer, foresee millions of people
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dropping out of religious organizations in order to join new forms like internet for worship and
inspiration. As one go through the procedure of internet reformation, some scholars raise concerns
about the possibility of the digital world drawing people away from spirituality because of the speed,
vastness and surface-level materials available on the internet (Kemp, 2023).

Within current social climate, it is important to consider the effects of he digital world on Christians.
Over the years, religious communication grew online and more online religious activities began to
happen. Today different faiths or religions like Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, and
Paganism have their online presence.

According to the Pew report (2000), they substantiate how religions, like the rest of the society, took
advantage of the easy access, speed and low cost of the internet to communicate among Christians. It
became so easy to connect with individuals all over the world. Internet makes it possible to send and
receive information on one’s religion and that of the others. The Pew report, (2000), claim that there is
a considerable increase in the succeeding reviews in the use of internet among religious followers and
how it has helped them to stay engaged and connected with their church communities. Nevertheless,
acclimatizing to the challenges of the digital world has not been easy for Christians.

A scholar tells what responsible Christian should do in the analysis of the computer mediated forms of
communication: “Those who hold a Christian worldview need to discern the nature and function of
digital world interactions in order to judge rightly their worth, significance and potential for the
Christian cause and the culture at large (Kemp, 2023).

Even though Christian groups in the past have been sceptical and resistant to technological innovations,
today many Christians use new technologies as much as the general population. Pew report states that
64% (128 million) of U.S. internet users have done things online that related to religious or spiritual
matters (Kemp, 2023; Singh et. al., 2023).This data is significantly higher in contrast to earlier studies
by the same center. It was reported that the internet is being used by Christians to strengthen the faith
and spiritual growth, evangelize and perform missions in their communities and around the world, and
perform a wide variety of pious and practical undertakings (Kemp, 2023; Singh et. al., 2023). Several
Christians feel that the digital world has abetted these faith communities to become better places. A
report by Time magazine posits that religions are rushing onto the internet due to the routine traditional
religious activities and the desire for the missionaries to look for new and creative means in the practice
and spread of the faith (Christian Medical Fellowship, 2020). According to a scholar, several religious
groups have adopted and, in some cases, even embraced the Internet as part of their contemporary
religious mission and strategy for growth (Christian Medical Fellowship, 2020).

Methods and Procedures

The study engaged descriptive design. Therefore, it is investigative in nature based on extensive
appraisal of pertinent literatures completed earlier and comparative pictures of the various aspects of
spirituality and Mental health of Christians in the contemporary world have been debated to arrive at
concluding remarks. The study forms mostly the extensive appraisal of connected studies based on
highly work. Consequently, is a qualitative or opinion paper with secondary data collected from internet,
journals, proceedings, etc.

Theoretical Framework

Comprehending the relationship between the digital world and mental well-being of Christians is

grounded in established mental theories:

1. Cognitive-Behavioral Theory (CBT) of digital world Addiction: This theory suggests that
maladaptive thinking patterns drive excessive internet use. Christians may use the internet as an
escape mechanism for stress or personal insecurities, reinforcing a cycle of dependence.

2. Self-Determination Theory (SDT): SDT posits that human behavior is driven by the need for
autonomy, competence, and relatedness. When these psychological needs are unmet in the offline
world, Christians may seek validation and engagement online, potentially leading to internet
addiction.

3. Uses and Gratifications Theory: This theory explains why individuals use media, focusing on
specific gratifications like entertainment, information, and social connections. Christians’ desire for
instant feedback, information, and socialization can lead to compulsive internet use.

Conclusion

The paper has discussed spirituality and Mental health of Christians in the Contemporary digital World.
on the level of Christian spirituality and mental health problems, their effects on church growth,
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spiritual life of believers, intellectual, and moral life of the people. The Christian spirituality and mental
health is characterized by psychological, spiritual, physical and social effects.

Furthermore, the digital world has profoundly expanded how we find information, how we do our work,
what we'’re capable of achieving, and how we relate. It has immense aadvantages which is why we
scramble to get each new information! However, just like any new device, responsible use means
learning how to use it and knowing its limitations. Our culture has become so bedazzled and enmeshed
by the expanse of its use that most haven’t had time to reflect on its limitations.

Through the incorporation of digital technologies and the e-health domain in the mental health sphere,
new possibilities have emerged to improve mental health, ranging from internet-based interventions to
smartphone applications tailored to address the prevention, treatment, and aftercare of mental health
challenges. These innovations have the potential to democratize mental health care, break down
barriers to access, and enhance people with unprecedented agency to handle their own well-being. On
the other hand, alongside these innovations come significant problems, comprising privacy challenges,
cybersecurity threats, digital psychopathology, disparities in access, social isolation, and environmental
degradation, challenging careful consideration and proactive management.

Recommendations

To understand the complex interplay between digital world and mental well-being in the lives of
Christians, research should explore longitudinal trends, psychopathology (e.g., depression), chronic
stress, burnout, competitive anxiety, and negative coping strategies (e.g., avoidance via internet).
Specifically, longitudinal studies are crucial, tracking Christians’ internet usage and mental well-being
over multiple time to capture evolving trends and the potential impact of these factors over time.
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